
The Ultimate Guide to RIBA Domestic and
Concise Building Contracts
Are you planning a home improvement project? If so, you'll need to be
aware of the different types of building contracts available. One common
option is the RIBA Domestic Building Contract. This contract is designed for
small to medium-sized projects, and it's specifically tailored to the needs of
homeowners.
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In this guide, we'll take a closer look at the RIBA Domestic Building
Contract. We'll explain what it is, what it covers, and how to use it. We'll
also provide some tips on negotiating a contract with a builder.

What is a RIBA Domestic Building Contract?
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The RIBA Domestic Building Contract is a standard form contract that has
been developed by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA). It's
designed for use on small to medium-sized residential projects, such as:

Home extensions

Loft conversions

New builds

Major renovations

The RIBA Domestic Building Contract is a legally binding document that
sets out the rights and responsibilities of both the homeowner and the
builder. It covers everything from the scope of work to the payment
schedule.

What does the RIBA Domestic Building Contract cover?

The RIBA Domestic Building Contract covers a wide range of topics,
including:

The scope of work

The payment schedule

The start and finish dates

The responsibilities of the homeowner and the builder

The dispute resolution process

The contract also includes a number of standard clauses that protect the
interests of both parties. For example, the contract includes a clause that



requires the builder to provide a warranty for the work. This warranty
protects the homeowner in the event that the work is defective.

How to use the RIBA Domestic Building Contract

To use the RIBA Domestic Building Contract, you'll need to first download a
copy of the contract from the RIBA website. Once you have downloaded
the contract, you'll need to read it carefully and make sure you understand
all of the terms and conditions.

Once you have read the contract, you'll need to fill out the blanks with the
specific details of your project. This includes information such as the scope
of work, the payment schedule, and the start and finish dates.

Once you have filled out the contract, you'll need to sign it and have it
witnessed by a solicitor. Once the contract is signed, it will be legally
binding.

Tips for negotiating a contract with a builder

Negotiating a building contract can be a daunting task. However, there are
a few things you can do to make the process easier:

Do your research. Before you start negotiating, make sure you
understand the different types of building contracts available. This will
help you to make informed decisions about the terms of your contract.

Get quotes from multiple builders. This will give you a better idea of the
going rate for your project. It will also help you to identify any red flags.

Don't be afraid to ask questions. If you don't understand something in
the contract, ask your builder for clarification. It's important to make



sure you understand all of the terms and conditions before you sign
the contract.

Be prepared to compromise. Negotiation is a process of give and take.
You may not be able to get everything you want, but you should be
able to reach a compromise that works for both parties.

By following these tips, you can increase your chances of negotiating a fair
and equitable building contract.

The RIBA Domestic Building Contract is a valuable tool that can help you to
protect your interests when you're undertaking a home improvement
project. By understanding the terms of the contract and negotiating
carefully, you can ensure that you get the best possible deal for your
money.

If you're planning a home improvement project, I encourage you to
download a copy of the RIBA Domestic Building Contract and read it
carefully. This contract can help you to avoid costly surprises and ensure
that your project is completed on time and on budget.
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