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The year 1917 marked a pivotal shift in the geopolitical landscape of the
Middle East. The Balfour Declaration, a statement issued by the British
government, expressed support for the establishment of a Jewish
homeland in Palestine. This declaration laid the foundation for a complex
relationship between the United States, Israel, and the Arab world that
would span decades.
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The United States, under President Woodrow Wilson, initially maintained a
neutral stance towards the Balfour Declaration. However, as the US
became increasingly involved in global affairs, its role in the Arab-Israeli
conflict grew.
Post-World War II: The Cold War and Superpower Rivalry

The aftermath of World War II ushered in a new era of international
relations, dominated by the Cold War. The United States and the Soviet
Union emerged as superpowers, each seeking to expand their influence
and alliances.

The Arab-Israeli conflict became a proxy battlefield in this global struggle.
The US supported Israel, while the Soviet Union backed Arab states such
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as Egypt and Syria. This superpower rivalry fueled the conflict, escalating
tensions and making a peaceful resolution seem distant.
1948: The Birth of Israel and the Palestinian Exodus

In 1948, the United Nations adopted Resolution 181, calling for the partition
of Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab states. This decision sparked
the First Arab-Israeli War, as Arab states rejected the plan and attacked the
newly declared state of Israel.

The war resulted in a victory for Israel, but also led to the displacement of
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians. This mass exodus created a
refugee crisis that has persisted to this day, becoming a major point of
contention in the conflict.

1967: The Six-Day War and Israeli Occupation
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The Six-Day War of 1967 marked a significant turning point in the conflict.
Israel launched a preemptive strike against Egypt, Jordan, and Syria, and
emerged victorious, capturing significant territory, including the West Bank,
East Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip.

The Israeli occupation of these territories has been a major source of
tension and conflict. The Palestinians, supported by Arab states and the
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international community, have long demanded the end of the occupation
and the establishment of an independent Palestinian state.
Peace Efforts and the Oslo Accords

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, various peace initiatives were
undertaken, with varying degrees of success. In 1993, Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) signed the Oslo Accords, a
framework for a two-state solution to the conflict.

The Oslo Accords raised hopes for a lasting peace, but implementation
proved difficult. Settlements, violence, and the status of Jerusalem
remained major obstacles to a comprehensive agreement.

The 21st Century: Continued Conflict and New Challenges
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The 21st century has witnessed both progress and setbacks in the Arab-
Israeli conflict. The US has continued to play a central role, mediating
negotiations and providing aid to both Israel and the Palestinians.

However, the conflict has also taken on new dimensions. The rise of
Hamas, a militant group that controls the Gaza Strip, has complicated
peace efforts. Regional instability, including the Syrian Civil War, has further
fueled tensions.
: The Enduring Legacy
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The US-Israel-Arab triangle has been marked by decades of conflict,
diplomacy, and shifting alliances. The Balfour Declaration, the Cold War,
the Six-Day War, the Oslo Accords, and countless other events have
shaped the complex relationship between these nations.

As we enter a new era, the search for a lasting peace in the Middle East
remains a paramount challenge. The United States, Israel, and the Arab
world must find a way to overcome historical grievances, address the
needs of all parties, and create a path towards a peaceful and prosperous
future for all.
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