The Complete Question and Answer Guide to
the Paternity Testing Process

What is paternity testing?

Paternity testing is a scientific test that can determine whether or not a man
is the biological father of a child. Paternity tests are typically used to
establish legal paternity, which can have a number of implications,
including child support, inheritance rights, and visitation rights.
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How does paternity testing work?

Paternity testing works by comparing the DNA of the alleged father to the
DNA of the child. DNA is a genetic material that is passed down from
parents to children. Each person has their own unique DNA profile, which is
why paternity testing can be so accurate.

What are the different types of paternity tests?
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There are two main types of paternity tests: DNA tests and blood tests.
DNA tests are the most accurate type of paternity test, and they can be
used to determine paternity even if the alleged father is not available for
testing. Blood tests are less accurate than DNA tests, but they can still be
used to determine paternity if the alleged father is available for testing.

What are the legal implications of paternity testing?
Paternity testing can have a number of legal implications, including:
= Establishing legal paternity, which can give the father rights and

responsibilities to the child, such as child support, inheritance rights,
and visitation rights.

= Disproving legal paternity, which can relieve the alleged father of any
legal obligations to the child.

= Determining child support payments, which can be based on the
father's income and the number of children he supports.

= Determining inheritance rights, which can give the child a share of the
father's estate.

= Determining visitation rights, which can give the father the right to

spend time with the child.

How can | get a paternity test?

Paternity tests can be obtained through a variety of sources, including:

= Private laboratories

= Hospitals



= Social service agencies

= Courts

How much does a paternity test cost?

The cost of a paternity test varies depending on the type of test and the
laboratory that is used. DNA tests are typically more expensive than blood
tests, but they are also more accurate. The cost of a paternity test can
range from $100 to $1,000.

What are the benefits of paternity testing?

Paternity testing can provide a number of benefits, including:
= Establishing legal paternity, which can give the father rights and
responsibilities to the child.

= Disproving legal paternity, which can relieve the alleged father of any
legal obligations to the child.

= Determining child support payments, which can be based on the
father's income and the number of children he supports.

= Determining inheritance rights, which can give the child a share of the
father's estate.

= Determining visitation rights, which can give the father the right to
spend time with the child.

= Providing peace of mind to the father and the child.

What are the risks of paternity testing?



Paternity testing is a safe and painless procedure. However, there are
some risks associated with paternity testing, including:

= The test could be inaccurate, which could lead to the wrong person
being identified as the father.

= The test could be used to discriminate against the father or the child.

= The test could be used to harass the father or the child.

How can | minimize the risks of paternity testing?

There are a number of steps that you can take to minimize the risks of
paternity testing, including:

= Choosing a reputable laboratory that is accredited by the American
Association of Blood Banks (AABB).

= Making sure that the test is Free Downloaded by a physician or other
qualified professional.

= Understanding the implications of the test before you take it.

= Talking to a genetic counselor if you have any concerns about the test.

Paternity testing is a valuable tool that can help to establish legal paternity,
disprove legal paternity, determine child support payments, determine
inheritance rights, and determine visitation rights. It is important to
understand the benefits and risks of paternity testing before you take the
test. If you have any questions about paternity testing, please talk to a
genetic counselor.
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