
For Derrida: Hillis Miller's Enduring Legacy
Hillis Miller, one of the foremost literary critics and philosophers of the 20th
century, dedicated a significant portion of his career to exploring the work of
the enigmatic French philosopher Jacques Derrida. Miller's insights have
profoundly shaped our understanding of Derrida's complex and influential
ideas on language, meaning, and the nature of reality.

Miller's to Derrida

Miller's first encounter with Derrida's work occurred in the late 1960s, when
he stumbled upon a copy of Derrida's book Of Grammatology. Intrigued by
Derrida's radical critique of traditional notions of language and meaning,
Miller embarked on a journey to unravel the complexities of Derrida's
thought.
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In his early essays on Derrida, Miller emphasized Derrida's insistence on
the undecidability of meaning. Derrida argued that there is no definitive or
essential meaning to a text, but rather an infinite play of interpretations.
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Miller explored the implications of this view for literary criticism, arguing that
it led to a radical rethinking of the role of the author and the reader.

Miller's Contributions to Derrida Studies

Over the course of his career, Miller published numerous books and articles
that delve deeply into the intricacies of Derrida's thought. His most
influential works include Derrida: Writing and Responsibility (1991),The
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Ethics of Reading: Kant, de Man, Eliot, Trollope, James, and Benjamin
(1987),and The Lesson of Paul de Man (2006).

In these works, Miller examines Derrida's contributions to a wide range of
fields, including literary criticism, philosophy, ethics, and politics. He
explores Derrida's insights into the nature of language, the relationship
between text and reader, and the limits of human understanding.

Miller also highlights the profound ethical implications of Derrida's work. He
argues that Derrida's emphasis on the undecidability of meaning and the
responsibility of the reader leads to a more nuanced and ethical way of
reading and engaging with the world.

The Enduring Legacy of Miller's Work

Hillis Miller's work on Jacques Derrida has had a profound and lasting
impact on literary criticism and philosophy. His insights have helped to
shape our understanding of Derrida's complex ideas and their implications
for our understanding of language, meaning, and reality.

Miller's work has also inspired a new generation of scholars to explore the
intersections of literature, philosophy, and ethics. His legacy as one of the
leading interpreters of Derrida's thought will continue to inspire and inform
scholars and students for years to come.

Hillis Miller's work on Jacques Derrida is a testament to the power of
intellectual exploration and critical engagement. Through his rigorous
analysis and insightful interpretations, Miller has helped to illuminate the
complexities of Derrida's thought and its profound implications for our
understanding of the human condition.



For Derrida: Hillis Miller's Enduring Legacy is an essential read for anyone
interested in the work of Jacques Derrida and its impact on literary criticism
and philosophy.
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